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One big family

Foreword from the President - 5th year of Durga Puja

t gives me immense pleasure and pride to

welcome you all to the 5th year of Durga Puja
celebrations organised by the Bengali Cultural
Association (BCA).

Panch bochhor age, hate gona koyekjon manush
aar kichhu shared dreams niye je journey shuru
hoyechhilo, aaj sheta ekta vibrant and growing
community-te porinoto hoyechhe. Pichhone phire
takale, ei transtormation dekhe mon bhore jay. But
for me, the true measure of our success is not just
the growth in our numbers or the scale of our
celebrations. Our greatest achievement is that we
have grown into one big family.

Different backgrounds, different professions,
different generations — yet united by a common
bond, a shared culture and a genuine sense of
belonging. Ei association-er shobcheye shundor dik
holo je, amra shudhu ekshonge festival celebrate
kori na; amra eke oporer shonge anondo share kori,
difficult times-e pashe thaki, friendships toiri kori
and create memories that go far beyond the Puja
celebrations.

Slowly, what began as a small

community has become a family where

relationships matter more than designations,

than
differences, and every member has a role to play.

togetherness matters more individual

BCA is not just an association we belong to; it is a
family we have built together. And this feeling of
being one family is something I hope we will always
cherish, nurture and pass on to generations to come.

Durga Puja, after all, is much more than a festival.
It is an emotion that connects us to our roots, our
beloved Bengal and our cultural heritage. It is a time
when traditions bring back cherished memories,
our children discover the richness of our culture,

and friends and families come together in the spirit

The BCA family, Durga Pyjo 2025

of Maa
programmes, picnics, football, cricket and above all

cultural

Durga.

Through our Puja,
Adda, we aim to keep this heritage alive while
creating a warm, inclusive home away from home
for everyone.

Reaching this fifth milestone is a matter of
immense pride, and it would not have been possible
without the collective efforts of our Working
task

sponsors, performers and every member of our

Committee, force members, volunteers,
community. Tomader shomoy, dedication, support
aar bhalobasha chara ei journey eto shundor hoto
na. My heartfelt gratitude to each one of you.

As we celebrate five wonderful years, let us
remember that our real strength lies not in how big
we become, but in how closely we remain connected
as a family. Growth will bring new opportunities and
challenges, but as long as we stand together, respect
one another and keep our collective spirit alive,
there is no limit to what we can achieve.

May BCA continue to grow from strength to
strength, may our cultural heritage flourish, and
may the warmth of our community always make
everyone feel that they belong.

Maa Durga shobar jibone shukh, shanti aar
shomriddhi

bondhon jeno prottek bochhor aro majboot hoy, aar

niye ashun. Amader ei poribarer
amra shobai mile ei shundor journey-ta aro bohu
bochhor dhore egiye niye jete pari.

Wishing you and your families a joyous,
memorable and blessed Durga Puja.

Shubho Sharodiya! Shubho Durga Puja! Shubho

Bijoya!

With warm regards and gratitude,
Sanjay Das Gupta

PRESIDENT - BENGALI CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
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Agomonir Gaan - a song for Uma’s iomecoming
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Jolchobi - the community gallery

Beas

Sudeshna
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Two nights in the Masai Mara, Kenya
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...and brings
us allhome
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The world quickens as the Pujo draws near
Allis aglow with excitement and cheer

For Maa Durga is nearly here.

The sweet scent of prosad weaves its way
through the air that is colored with

the melodious singing of the Rabindra Sangeet
to the harmonium

while the children dance and act to the timeless
Bengali stories and songs

Amidst it all, the crazed laughter from the
practice of our play keeps us all on the edge of
our seats.

Months of effort and organization draw the
most beautiful picture of our Maa in all her
majesty

A universe of marigold and shiuli adorn her
and the walls around

There is no fatigue in our bodies though as our
hearts beat to the rhythm of the dhak

and we dance together in circles, twirling and
clapping in our new dresses

The sindoor applied by the hands of all sizes
paint everything red

The color of courage and power

BENGALI CULTURAL ASSOCIATION - BARCELONA

Maa Durga - Riyanshi

The sounds of laughter and shrieks overpower
the dhak
but in all its festivities and noise

the pujo calms the soul and brings us all home.

To family and friends in the celebration of our
culture,
of Maa Durga,

and of all our talents and efforts
“Aashche bochor, aabar hobe”

At the end of the 5 magical days,

Though the art is taken down, and the marigold
roses

are packed away with our Maa’s face

the dances we learned

the songs we sang,

the family we found

remain bound within our hearts forever

So we pray in joyful anticipation for the Maa’s
return next year,

While rejoicing at the time we had together
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Dinur Raat Jaaga

w.a IS Gl - Dinu’s sleepless night — Tamojit Kumar Manna (Rishi)

odin holo Dinur gorom kaler
K chuti poreche, aar taar shathe

FIFA world cup o cholche, tai
se pray protidin i raat jege jege khela
dekhe, tarpor jothariti shokal belay
uthte deri hoye jai, aar uthte na uthtey
baba, maa nalish-channel er
frequency catch kore Dinu ke bole
“lath shaheb uthlen, kothaye gorom
chuti ta utilise kore lekha pora ektu
egie rakhbe, taar to kono naam
gondho nei, uni kina raat jege khela
dekhe amar gushti ke wuddhar
korchen.” Dinu tokhon mone mone
bhabe world cup shesh holei baba,
maa ke dekhiye debe je se raat jege
shudhu khela dekhe na, pora shuna o
korte paare.

World cup jothariti shomay moto
shesh o holo, aar Dinur porar raat o
ghoniye elo, Sei raat Dinu buk chitiye
gola theke ekta hunkaar baar kore
bollo “Baba maa tomra shute chole
jao, ami pore shute jabo”. Ei shune,
Dinur Baba ekta tachil-ler hashi
heshe shute chole gelo.

Dinu moner agun jaliye porte
boshe gelo, kintu jong-dhora machine
ar dour aar koto dur. 30 minutes jete
na jetei Dinur ghum ghum pete laglo.
Dinu ekta calculus problem ke eiya
boro hai tule welcome janalo, Hai
tolar por chok khultei Dinu dekhlo
taar opposite chair ekta naari murti
boshe aache, prothome se ektu bhoye
pelo, tarpor se chok rogre abar
porikha korlo se theek dekhche kina?
Se abar take dekhte pelo, ekhon se
taar notun nailpolish kora nails gulor
dike khub monojog die takye nara
chara korche. Dinu kapa kapa golaye
bollo, Shakchunni madam apnar ki
chai, Nari murti ta naaki naaki golaye
bole uthlo, Shakchunni? Aami
Shakchunnir moto dekhte? Manchi
ektu boyesh er bhaare chok er tolaye
kaali poreche, kintu aami holam
shoyong Saraswati. Ai shune Dinu

chair er pichone lukiye bole, sheto
amar maer o boyesh onek, kintu make

BENGALI CULTURAL ASSOCIATION - BARCELONA
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up korle bojha jaye na, Aar apnar
baba to Deba-Di-Deb Mahadeb, bhola
moheswar, amar babar moto to kipte
na, apnake make up kine dei na?

Nari murti ta ektu dukho aar
hotasha misrito konthe bollo “Aar ki
bolbo borolok barir meyeder koshto,
ekhon to bajar e makeup artist e nei,
Shobai amar maa, tomader Durga
maa ke niye besto, bole kina oshob
side character der jonno amader
shomaye nei. Apni Saraswati pujor
kacha kachi ashun. Kintu emon paaji
sob Saraswati pujor kacha kachi gele,
bole oshob nepotism er product der
shajale bajar e bodnam hoi, lok chhi
chhi kore, apni to abar apnar maer
moto fame o korte paren ni.”

Ami bollam ahaa! sey to thik ache,
apni tahole gorib manush er
pothdhoti chesta kore dekhun, self
service, Nari murti bollen, taa ki aar
chesta kori ni babar khache gechilam
to Sephorar er makeup kine dewar
abdar korte, bhablam ami Madhuri
Dixit er moto Sephora make-up kine
dhei dhei kore chhuri shajbo aar
nachbo, Baba gambhir golaye bollo
“amar matha theke nadir jol pore,
taka pore na”, Tumi jano shongshar
chalate koto khorcha hoy? tomar
bhaiyer er psychiatrist er khorcha? Se
naki kola bau ke biye koreche bole
depression e chole geche. Tarpor
tomar maa business class chara
morte travel koren na, abar Louis
Vuitton er bag o chai pherar shomaye,
jinish pottor anar jonno. Taa aamar
Madhuri Dixit er moto aaja nachle
naachar shakh, shara jibon er jonyo
shopnoi roye gelo.

Sey to noy bujhlam je apni dekhte
Madhuri Dixit theke shakchunni
marka hoye gachen, kintu apnar gola
oirokom shakchunnir moto holo ki
kore? Nari Murti ta bole uthlo sey ek
bejay dukher kotha, “Instagram e
shob meye chelera emon beshuro reel
banache je oi gulo dekhe amar
dopamine spike hocche na, decline

*

hocche tai tader gaane shur dhokate
dhokate amar gola tai bhenge gelo”.
Ami bollam, accha ta tomar Bina
dekhao dekhi, nari murti ta bollo, oi
shob Bina tina ami use korina sey
shob addi-kaler bepar shepar, ami
heavy modern ei to electric Sitar er
order diyechi Temu theke, toiri hole
oita niyei ghure berabo.

Dinur halka halka bishwash holo,
se chotpot mathay ekta scheme
khatiye nilo, Saraswati maa ke jigesh
korlo, taa apnar ID kichu aache?
Saraswati maa shada chok chok e
passport baar korlo, Dinu muchki
heshe bollo, Aare passport to ekhon
Only travel document, identity proof
noi, oi shob dekhiye kichu kaaj debe
na, apni apnar birth certificate ta
dekhan. Saraswati Maa obak hoye
bollo, amar birth certificate? Baba,
eto dinosaur er birth certificate
chawar moto, Oi shob ekhon ami
kotha theke pai bolo. Dinu bhablo eito
target jaal e dhora geche, Dinu bollo
thik ache, eito school khulei amar
calculus er porikha tumi jodi sey
shomaye amar kadhe eshe bosho aar
ami bhalo number pai tobei bishwash
korbo.

Jodi tumi Saraswati e hao tahole
ekta deal dicchi tumi amar proti
porikhaye kadhe chapbe aar, ami
tomaye maaer Sephorar makeup debo
tarpor Madhuri Dixit hoye “aaja
nachle nachle mere yaar” necho.
Saraswati maa er mukh ta chok chok
kore uthlo aar shonge shonge raaji
hoye gelo.

Tarpor aar ki, Dinu nischite
ghumate chole gelo, tarpor 2-3 din
Dinu baba maa er tika tip-punni
shojjo korlo, tarpor calculus e bhari
number peye baba ke result chure
dilo. Baba ektu obak hoye dekhe
kichu bollo na, Tarpor theke Dinu
nischinte ghumato aar porikha e
bhalo bhalo number niye aasto.

Ei holo, Dinur ekdin er raat jagar
golpo. *
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Probashi Pujos go for bigger and more
ambltlous themes desplte rising COSts
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For those
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abroad, Pujo has a
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significance. It
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Sarvabhuteshu - “in all beings”
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FAY TRAVEL

An Eventful 24 Hours

in Meghalaya

Calum Meikele o ar sfda 9961

o set the scene, I am a

twenty-nine-year-old

British man who has
been living in Barcelona for
almost five years. For going
on three years I have had the
pleasure/horror of working

have got to know the Bengali
community through him.
Enjoying some incredible
food in Durga Puja and some
fantastic art performances at
the many events throughout
the years.

This time last year Supriyo
invited a few of us to visit his
part of the world for a few
weeks in the winter-time.
Whilst there are many
memorable moments from
the trip. Culture shock in the

Kanchenjunga

with Supriyo Ghosh, and

lights and pandals. Supriyo asking
why a portrait of my Grandad was in a
Kolkata temple. Some very dodgy fish
kabiraji. Seeing the third highest
mountain in the world. Disappointing
a group of kids in Sikkim with our
footballing skills. And meeting some
incredibly welcoming and friendly
people.

I would like to focus on the events
of a 24 hour period between the 7th
and 8th of February. A little more
setting the scene, but I was scratched
playing with a house cat when we
stayed at a home stay in northern
Meghalaya. This was the 5th Feb. We
went to the hospital for a vaccine as a
precaution. And as you may know you
need multiple vaccines for Rabies.
This will become important later.

The trip continued as we made our
way through the beautiful scenery of
Meghalaya. On the afternoon of the
7th we travelled from the centre to a
small town on the border with
Bangladesh, called Dawki. Thus
started the eventful 24 hours.

Due to the planned construction of
a new road from Guwahati to Kolkata
through Bangladesh, the road that we
took to reach Dawki was dusty, tull of
truck traffic and progressively more
bumpy. After a good four hour trip
through the darkness we reached the
homestay. Explored a little the village,
before heading to bed.

The 8th arrived, it was a Sunday in
a relatively isolated town in
Meghalaya in quite a Christian part of

the country. And I needed my second

first few days, with people,

rabies jab. It was hard work getting a
lift into town to the hospital. At one
point I jumped into the car of a lovely
couple from Assam, until Supriyo
called asking if I had the documents
for the vaccine (which I didn’t), and so
I had to say my farewells to this
couple, making a fool of myself in the
process. Sup eventually organised a
lift in the end, taking 5 of us, plus the
driver, into town in a small hyped up
Volkswagen 5 seater. We left 3 people
to explore Dawki as me Supriyo and
the guy driving went to check on the
hospital. They didn’t have anything.
Next option was to drive to the other
hospital 30 minutes up the road,
passing a never ending queue of
trucks waiting at the border to enter
Bangladesh. The driver would later
tell us there were 3000 trucks a day
waiting there.

I was in luck at this hospital, they
had a vaccine and we could head back
to meet our friends at the border. Was
a rocky start, but the day was now
going well. That was until Supriyo
took a call from one of our friends in
Dawki to tell him Nuno, our
Portuguese friend, had strayed too
close to the border and had been
taken by border police. I don’t think I
have seen Supriyo so silent. This
turned out to be a pretty lethal prank
and Nuno was fine. Although mine
and Supriyo’s nerves were not. At the
border we bought a juice for the guy
driving us everywhere and the 6 of us
all got back into the car to head back
the 5 kms to the homestay. Me sitting

in the front with the gear stick
between my legs.

As he started the car, enjoying his
juice he just turned to me and said
“you drive”. This was one of the most
surreal moments of my life, driving a
hyped up low VW with only my right
hand through a mountain road in
India, close to the border with
Bangladesh, sitting in the middle of
the car. This dude was a legend for
allowing me to do that. I really wish I
remembered his name.

The 24 hours would end with us
warring on kayaks up the river in the
valley above Dawki, as the sun started
to set.

In the space of 24 hours I had;
traversed a bumpy jungle track in the
dark, spent a morning running
around for a vaccine, thought a friend
had been abducted and taken to
Dhaka, driven a car whilst straddling
a gear stick, and kayaked in a
beautiful river in India. What a day.

The rest of the days travelling in
India were almost as eventful. I will
never forget the friendliness of the
people we met there. The vast change
in landscapes, even in such a
relatively small part of India. And the
food, man the food. I want to go back,
to Bengal, to Mogra, the himalaya and
beyond.

Cheers
Supriyo and the bloody amazing
Indian people. (Special mention to the

for an incredible trip,

guy who let me drive his car) %
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